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INTRODUCTION

⚫ The gap. Moral advice often begins with 

one party's account. Existing evaluations 

focus on single exchanges or explicit 

persuasion, leaving the effects of ordinary, 

unfolding narration unclear.

⚫ Our question. Can a model maintain 

independent judgment when it hears only 

one side of a conflict across multiple turns?

⚫ Narrative captivity. We study a failure 

mode in which a model adopts the narrator's 

interpretation without adequately accounting 

for missing perspectives, even without 

explicit demands for agreement.

DISCUSSION

• NH (Narrative Hold): How long the 

model resists before its first capture.

BENCHMARK CONSTRUCTION

⚫ Coverage and quality. The 

benchmark contains 5,078 

scenarios, six moral dimensions, 

and 24 task types in English 

and Chinese. LLM screening 

and human review check 

factual alignment, narrative 

validity, and clarity.

EXPERIMENTS
⚫ Overall Captivity. Narrative captivity 

is widespread across 17 LLMs, with 

weaker resistance on Fairness and 

Norms but stronger recovery on Loyalty.

⚫ Resistance and Recovery. Models with 

the strongest resistance do not 

necessarily recover best, highlighting 

the need to assess both.

⚫ Multi-turn Amplification. Compared 

with matched single-turn accounts, 

five-turn narration lowers EH across all 

17 models by approximately 25 

percentage points on average.

See How LLMs Get 
Caught in the Story.
Scan to explore 
Narrative Captivity 
and connect with us!

Mitigation Strategies: M1 Anti-Sycophancy Instruction、M2 Third-

Person Narration、M3 Chain-of-Thought、M4 Context Recap

⚫ Accumulating Accommodation. GPT-5.5 and GLM-5.1 show declining 

disagreement and hedging across turns, suggesting that earlier 

concessions may reinforce the narrator’s framing.

⚫ Mitigation Trade-offs. Anti-sycophancy instructions and a third-person 

persona help both models. Structured reasoning helps GPT-5.5 but hurts 

GLM-5.1, while repeating user statements worsens both. Mitigation 

remains partial and model-dependent.

⚫ Controlled narratives. We transform Reddit 

and Weibo conflicts into aligned conditions: 

C0, a neutral third-person reference; C1, a 

first-person single-turn account; and C2, a 

first-person account disclosed over five turns. 

Each triplet preserves the same conflict core 

and responsibility cues. C0 provides a factual 

reference, not universal moral ground truth.
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CONCLUSION & LIMITATIONS

LLM advisors remain vulnerable to one-sided,

multi-turn narration. Our evaluation is limited

to English and Chinese, five-turn

dialogues, and binary stance judgments

• NR (Narrative Recovery): Whether the 

model can recover after being captured.
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